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of breaking ties’’, and ‘‘Al-Qaida is resident
in at least 15 Afghan provinces’’;

Whereas, according to the Afghanistan
Study Group, ‘‘the [Afghan] Taliban have
fallen short of their commitments: they have
failed to fulfill their guarantee that they
will not ‘cooperate with groups or individ-
uals threatening the security of the United
States and its allies’ and will ‘prevent them
from recruiting, training, and fundraising
and will not host them’”’;

Whereas the Afghan Taliban have contin-
ued their terrorist actions through targeted
assassinations of former Afghan leaders,
prominent civilian leaders, judges, journal-
ists, and human rights advocates;

Whereas an Afghanistan under Afghan
Taliban control will result in further oppres-
sion of the Afghan people, including women
and girls, and the creation of a safe haven for
radical Islamic terror groups, which will re-
sult in the United States homeland being
less safe;

Whereas the threat to the United States
homeland has greatly increased now that the
Afghan Taliban have taken control of Af-
ghanistan;

Whereas, on September 13, 2021, Secretary
of State Antony Blinken testified before the
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House
of Representatives that ‘‘the [Afghan]
Taliban has been designated as a terrorist
organization’’;

Whereas it is critical that all elements of
United States national power be used to pro-
hibit the Afghan Taliban from using Afghan-
istan as a base from which radical Islamic
terror organizations can strike the United
States homeland, as they did on September
11, 2001;

Whereas the Afghan Taliban share an ide-
ology and interact closely with designated
Foreign Terrorist Organizations, including
Al-Qaida in the Indian Subcontinent, the
Haqqani Network, and Tehrik-e-Taliban
Pakistan;

Whereas the newly formed Afghan Taliban
Government includes in its senior ranks in-
dividuals subject to sanctions imposed by
the United Nations and leaders of the
Haqqani Network, all of whom are hostile to
the United States;

Whereas Sirajuddin Haqqani, the leader of
the Haqqani Network, which has targeted
and killed United States citizens, has been
named as the acting Interior Minister of Af-
ghanistan;

Whereas Sirajuddin Haqqani is listed on
the Most Wanted list of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation, and the Rewards for Justice
program of the Department of State is offer-
ing a reward of up to $10,000,000 for informa-
tion leading to his arrest;

Whereas Khalil al-Rahman Haqqani, the
uncle of Sirajuddin Haqqani and a specially
designated global terrorist under Executive
Order 13224 (50 U.S.C. 1701 note; relating to
blocking property and prohibiting trans-
actions with persons who commit, threaten
to commit, or support terrorism) for whom
the Rewards for Justice program of the De-
partment of State is offering a reward of
$5,000,000 for information leading to his ar-
rest, has been named acting Minister of Ref-
ugees of Afghanistan;

Whereas the United States Government
must do everything possible to limit the in-
fluence of the Afghan Taliban regime, in-
cluding denying the regime access to all
money held by the United States Govern-
ment, and should pressure other countries to
do the same;

Whereas the Biden administration should
use all authority and influence to prohibit
international institutions and organizations
from distributing funds within the jurisdic-
tion of those institutions and organizations
to the Afghan Taliban regime; and
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Whereas the Biden administration should
designate the takeover of Afghanistan by the
Afghan Taliban as a coup d’état, and all for-
eign assistance to Afghanistan, including
funds administered by United States Agency
for International Development, should be
withheld: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) stands with the Afghan people who are
now living under the brutal Afghan Taliban
regime;

(2) calls upon the Secretary of State to des-
ignate the Afghan Taliban as a Foreign Ter-
rorist Organization;

(3) declares that the takeover of Afghani-
stan by the Afghan Taliban should be des-
ignated as a coup d’état;

(4) states that the United States Govern-
ment must deny the Afghan Taliban regime
access to funds held by the United States
Government and work to ensure other coun-
tries do the same; and

(5) calls upon the United States Govern-
ment to use all authority and influence to
encourage international institutions and or-
ganizations to deny the Afghan Taliban re-
gime access to funds held within the jurisdic-
tion of those institutions and organizations.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 360—CELE-
BRATING THE 30TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF
UKRAINE FROM THE FORMER
SOVIET UNION

Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Mr.
PORTMAN, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. JOHNSON,
and Mr. DURBIN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions:

S. REs. 360

Whereas, on January 21, 1990, more than
300,000 Ukrainians called for unity and inde-
pendence from the Soviet Union by forming
a human chain between the cities of Kyiv
and Ivano-Frankivsk;

Whereas, on August 24, 1991, the elected
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine declared the
independence of Ukraine from the Soviet
Union with an overwhelming majority of the
vote;

Whereas, on December 1, 1991, more than 90
percent of Ukrainian citizens voted in a na-
tional referendum in support of independ-
ence, with majorities in every region;

Whereas, on February 8, 1994, Ukraine was
the first member state of the Commonwealth
of Independent States to join the Partner-
ship for Peace program of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization and has since deepened
its relationship with the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization, recognized as an En-
hanced Opportunities Partner;

Whereas, on November 22, 2004, Ukrainians
peacefully took to the streets in protest of a
fraudulent presidential election, beginning
the Orange Revolution and resulting in new
elections under free and fair conditions,

Whereas, on November 21, 2013, the
Euromaidan protests began, resulting in the
Revolution of Dignity and the removal of
President Viktor Yanukovych by the
Verkhovna Rada;

Whereas, on February 20, 2014, the Russian
Federation invaded the independent state of
Ukraine, and Ukraine continues to confront
malign Russian activity, including the ongo-
ing occupation of the Crimea region, conflict
in the Donbas region, and threats to freedom
of navigation in the Black Sea and the Sea of
Azov;

Whereas Ukraine has made significant
progress on defense reforms and has deployed
in numerous conflicts with the North Atlan-
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tic Treaty Organization in support of allied
and coalition operations;

Whereas the United States-Ukraine Trade
and Investment Council continues its mis-
sion of reducing trade barriers in the bilat-
eral relationship, and Ukraine continues to
seek economic alignment with Europe and
the West; and

Whereas Ukraine has continued to progress
on a path toward democracy and has
prioritized closer engagement with the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization and the Euro-
pean Union: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the courage and resolve
shown by the Ukrainian people in their pur-
suit of sovereignty and democracy;

(2) remembers the Euromaidan demonstra-
tions of November 2013 as a major step for-
ward in the journey of Ukraine toward de-
mocracy;

(3) condemns the illegal military invasion
and occupation of Crimea by the Russian
Federation in 2014 and the violence fomented
by Russian proxies in eastern Ukraine, two
active conflicts that continue in 2021;

(4) affirms the Crimea Declaration issued
and announced by the Department of State
on July 24, 2018, which rejects the illegal an-
nexation of Crimea by the Russian Federa-
tion and pledges to maintain that position
until the territorial integrity of Ukraine is
restored;

(5) applauds the progress that the Govern-
ment of Ukraine has made in aligning with
Euro-Atlantic norms and standards and im-
proving military combat readiness and inter-
operability with the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization;

(6) encourages the Government of Ukraine
to continue implementing crucial reforms to
fight corruption, build strong and free mar-
kets, and strengthen democracy and the rule
of law;

(7) affirms the unwavering commitment of
the United States Government to support
the continuing efforts of the Government of
Ukraine to restore Ukraine’s territorial in-
tegrity by providing consistent political and
diplomatic support and additional lethal and
non-lethal security assistance to strengthen
the defense capabilities of Ukraine on land
and sea and in the air;

(8) condemns the ongoing malign activities
carried out by the Russian Federation
against Ukraine and continues to call upon
the Government of the Russian Federation
to immediately cease all activity that seeks
to undermine Ukraine and destabilize Eu-
rope;

(9) calls upon the United States Govern-
ment and its international allies and part-
ners to increase sanctions pressure against
the Russian Federation until the Russian
Federation upholds its international obliga-
tions to respect the territorial integrity of
Ukraine, including obligations under the
Memorandum on security assurances in con-
nection with Ukraine’s accession to the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons, signed at Budapest December 5,
1994, and the Minsk agreements agreed to in
2014 and 2015;

(10) congratulates the people of Ukraine on
the announcement on January 6, 2019, of
autocephaly for an independent Orthodox
Church of Ukraine, which marked an impor-
tant milestone in Ukraine’s pursuit of its
own future free from Kremlin influence;

(11) celebrates 3 decades of Ukrainian inde-
pendence and the strong partnership between
the peoples and Governments of the United
States and Ukraine; and

(12) welcomes the September 1, 2021, visit
to Washington, D.C., by President of Ukraine
Volodymyr Oleksandrovych Zelensky at the
invitation of President Joseph R. Biden to
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further deepen the bonds between the United
States and Ukraine.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 361—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
RECOGNITION OF JULY AS “MUS-
LIM-AMERICAN HERITAGE
MONTH” AND CELEBRATING THE
HERITAGE AND CULTURE OF

MUSLIM AMERICANS IN THE
UNITED STATES

Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. COONS, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. KLO-

BUCHAR, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. PADILLA, and
Mr. VAN HOLLEN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 361

Whereas the Senate is proud to recognize
and commemorate ‘‘Muslim-American Herit-
age Month”, an observance that celebrates
the contributions of Muslim Americans;

Whereas in keeping with its time-honored
traditions, the Senate recognizes and pays
tribute to those who foster cultural pride
and enhance the profile of diverse commu-
nities across the United States;

Whereas immigration of Muslims to the
colonies of the United States began with the
arrival of indentured workers;

Whereas, during the 17th, 18th, and 19th
centuries, a significant number of slaves of
Muslim heritage were brought to the United
States;

Whereas, in the 19th, 20th, and 21st cen-
turies, successive waves of immigration
brought additional Muslims to the United
States, who sought to pursue economic and
social opportunity as well as freedom of reli-
gion and enriched the fabric of the society of
the United States as business owners, entre-
preneurs, health care professionals, humani-
tarians, scientists, and students;

Whereas Muslim Americans contribute
greatly to charitable organizations that help
people from all faiths in the United States
and around the world by feeding the hungry,
providing recuperation efforts following nat-
ural disasters, and providing medical assist-
ance, family services, scholastic supplies,
and before- and after-school programs;

Whereas Muslim Americans have contrib-
uted to every part of the society of the
United States to make advancements in ar-
chitecture, arts, business, culture, diplo-
macy, government, law, medicine, the mili-
tary, national security, religion, and sports;

Whereas Bangladeshi-American Fazlur
Rahman Khan left his mark on cityscapes in
the United States by pioneering a new struc-
tural system of frame tubes used to con-
struct iconic buildings like the World Trade
Center in New York City, the Hubert H.
Humphrey Metrodome in Minneapolis, and
the Willis ““Sears’ Tower in Chicago;

Whereas many Muslim Americans pursue
the American dream and contribute to the
Nation’s economy as business owners and en-
trepreneurs, including Pakistani-born bil-
lionaire Shahid Khan, owner of the auto-
parts company Flex-N-Gate and the National
Football League Jacksonville Jaguars;

Whereas Syrian immigrant Ernest
Hamwi’s invention of the ice cream cone is a
practical confection with a near ubiquitous
presence in the lives of the people of the
United States;

Whereas, in 2006, Keith Ellison of Min-
nesota was elected to the House of Rep-
resentatives, becoming the first Muslim
American to serve in Congress;

Whereas, in 2008, Ambassador Sada Cumber
was appointed by President George W. Bush

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

to serve as first Special Envoy to the Organi-
zation of the Islamic Conference from the
United States, representing the TUnited
States to 57 Muslim-majority nations;

Whereas, in 2021, Zahid Quraishi was con-
firmed as the first Muslim American to serve
as an Article III Federal judge as a District
Judge of the United States District Court for
the District of New Jersey;

Whereas Pakistani-American neurosurgeon
Ayub Ommaya’s invention of the
intraventricular catheter system provides
chemotherapy to treat brain tumors;

Whereas Muslim Americans have fought in
support of the United States in every major
war, from Bampett Muhamed and Yusuf Ben
Ali under the command of General George
Washington in the American Revolutionary
War to Captain Humayun Khan, who made
the ultimate sacrifice in Iraq in 2004;

Whereas Imam Warith Deen Mohammed,
the first Muslim American to deliver the in-
vocation for the Senate, and El-Hajj Malik
El-Shabazz, the civil rights activist and re-
former also known as Malcolm X, were
prominent religious leaders and scholars;

Whereas professional athletes like Na-
tional Basketball Association Hall of Fame
members Kareem Abdul Jabbar, Hakeem
Olajuwon, and Shaquille O’Neal, and 2-time
world heavyweight champion Hasim Shariff
Rahman thrilled sports fans across the Na-
tion and around the globe during their re-
spective careers;

Whereas Olympians, like boxer Muhammad
Ali, track and field athlete Dalilah Muham-
mad, and fencer Ibtihaj Muhammad, won
medals in international competitions;

Whereas, with roots in at least 77 different
countries, and identifying racially as White,
Black, Arab, and Asian, Muslim Americans
are an extremely diverse population;

Whereas the current population of Muslims
living in the United States is estimated at
more than 3,450,000;

Whereas more than 4,500 Muslims serve on
active duty and more than 2,300 Muslims
serve as selected reserve personnel in the
Armed Forces;

Whereas the Muslim population has been
growing in the United States and the Muslim
American population is a tapestry of ethnic,
racial, linguistic, social, and economic
groups;

Whereas nearly 50 percent of Muslim
Americans have reported experiencing reli-
gious discrimination, with that number ris-
ing to 64 percent for Muslim Americans
whose appearance identifies them as Muslim,
such as women who wear the hijab, or
headscarf;

Whereas there is a need for public edu-
cation, awareness, and policies that are cul-
turally competent when describing, dis-
cussing, or addressing the impacts of being
Muslim American in all aspects of the soci-
ety of the United States, including in dis-
course and policy;

Whereas “Muslim-American Heritage
Month’ will be observed in the month of
July; and

Whereas the incredible contributions and
heritage of Muslim Americans have helped
to build a better Nation: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of ‘‘Muslim-
American Heritage Month’’;

(2) honors the contributions and integral
role of Muslim Americans in the economy,
culture, and identity of the United States;
and

(3) urges the people of the United States to
observe ‘‘Muslim-American Heritage Month”’
with appropriate ceremonies, programs, and
activities that celebrate the contributions of
Muslim Americans to the United States.

S6505

SENATE RESOLUTION 362—EX-
PRESSING THE SUPPORT OF THE
SENATE FOR THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF
STUDENT PARENTS AND RECOG-
NIZING SEPTEMBER 2021 AS NA-

TIONAL STUDENT PARENT
MONTH
Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself and

Mr. MORAN) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 362

Whereas student parents are individuals
with children who attend postsecondary edu-
cational institutions;

Whereas student parents make up roughly
a quarter of the student population, totaling
nearly 4,000,000 individuals;

Whereas 70 percent of student parents are
women and 43 percent of student parents are
single mothers, with nearly half of such stu-
dent parents being first-generation college
students;

Whereas 51 percent of student parents are
students of color;

Whereas 47 percent of student parents are
military-connected students;

Whereas nearly 25 of student parents have
incomes at, below, or near the Federal pov-
erty line;

Whereas 42 percent of student parents at-
tend community colleges and 30 percent at-
tend public or private nonprofit 4-year insti-
tutions of higher education;

Whereas 1 in 3 college students enrolled in
a health care program is a student parent;

Whereas, prior to the COVID-19 pandemic,
53 percent of student parents reported food
insecurity and 68 percent reported housing
insecurity;

Whereas the COVID-19 pandemic has
placed additional burdens on student par-
ents, including the closure of child care cen-
ters, the delay or cancellation of college
plans, and increased workloads for the 64
percent of employed student parents who are
essential workers;

Whereas, on average, student parents have
higher grade point averages than their non-
parenting peers, but student parents are 10
times less likely to complete a bachelor’s de-
gree within 5 years than students without
children;

Whereas a low-income student parent who
earns a degree or credential boosts their in-
come, and the earning potential of their chil-
dren when they become adults, by 17 percent;

Whereas student parents are uniquely mo-
tivated to excel in their course of study
while often facing challenges, including lack
of affordable child care and balancing work
responsibilities while attending postsec-
ondary education: Now, therefore be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) expresses support for the contributions
and achievements of student parents in seek-
ing and completing a postsecondary edu-
cation; and

(2) designates September 2021 as ‘‘National
Student Parent Month’.

——

SENATE RESOLUTION 363—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2021 AS
“SCHOOL BUS SAFETY MONTH”
Mrs. FISCHER (for herself and Mr.

PETERS) submitted the following reso-

lution; which was considered and
agreed to:
S. RES. 363
Whereas, in an average year, on every

school day in the United States, approxi-
mately 500,000 public and private school
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